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DETAILED ACTION 

1, Claims 1-37 have been examined and are pending 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 14-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 14 recites "A system comprising:" 

"a value creator " 

" an object creator " 

"a second creator and 

"a saver saving ". 

The terms " a value creator", "an object creator", "a second creator" and "a saver " 
reciting as elements of the claimed "system" are merely computer codes and /or programs as 
described in the specification . 

Claim 19 recites "A system comprising:" 

"an obtainer "; 

"a finder "; and 

"a retriever ". 

The terms "an obtainer", "a finder" and "a retriever" recited as being elements of the 
claimed "system" are merely computer codes and /or programs as described in the specification. 
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Claims 14 and 19 recite computer code per se arid are therefore deemed to be non- 
statutory. While the preamble of claims 14 and 19 recite a system, the bodies of claims 14 and 19 
recite computer code per se and are therefore deemed to be non-statutory. 

Dependent claims 15-18 and 20-25 are also inherit deficiencies of the base claims 14 and 
19 and therefore are non-statutory. 

Claims 26, 31 and 34 are computer program products comprising computer readable 
medium having computer readable code thereon. Claims 26, 31 and 34 recite computer code per 
se and are therefore deemed to be non-statutory. 

Dependent claims 27-30 and 32-33 and 35-37 are also inherit deficiencies of the base 

claims 14 and 19 and therefore are non-statutory 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 

failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 

the invention. 

Claim 12 recites the limitation " The method according to claim 9 comprising the further 

step of: 

recording at the first location, the first relationship of the first digital fingerprint value 
and third location of the data object retrieved firom the second database. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for the claimed "third location of the data object retrieved from the second 
database" in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-11, 13-37 are rejected under 35 US.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US patent 
6,546,405 to Gupta et al. (Hereinafter "Gupta"). 

As per claim 1, Gupta teaches a method for annotating a data object, the method 
comprising the steps of (Abstract, Fig. 1 and associated text, col. 4, lines 25-5 1): 

creating a first digital fingerprint value of the data object (col. 12, lines 58-66, see also 
fog. 4 and associated text, where a globally unique identifier (GUID) is assigned to multimedia 
document, see also col. 14, lines 23-42, where GUID is a concatenation of an IP address, a time 
stamp and a random number), the data object stored at a first location (col. 12, lines 35-41, where 
multimedia documents are stored in server computer systems lOOB-D, see also Fig. 1 A); 

creating a first annotation object (col. 4, Unes 52-63, where a temporal annotation 
objected added to a displayed multimedia document, see also col.7, lines 17-44, where a 
temporal annotation manager creates a temporal annotation and that (col. 1, lines 31-32, a user 
can create muUiple temporal annotation entries); 

creating a first relationship relating the first digital fingerprint value to the first location; 
creating a second relationship relating the first digital fingerprint value to the first 

annotation object; and saving in an annotation store any one of the first relationship or the 
second relationship (col 14, lines 58-identifier filed 402 of temporal ann9tation database 150 
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contains GUID and/or an RTP address representing RTP address of multimedia document 140, 
i.e. database 150 contains identifier field 402 and RTP address filed 404 relating the GUID 
(fingerprint) and the annotation with the multimedia docimient, see also col 12, lines 58-66). 

As per claim 2, Gupta teaches the method according to claim 1 wherein the first digital 
fingerprint value is created fi-om any one of the digital data of the object, the digital data of one 
or more portions of the object, the digital data of the object combined with other digital data or 
the digital data of the location of the object (col 14, lines 23-25, i.e. GUID is a concatenation of 
an IP address, a time stamp (i.e. a unique date and time the motion picture of the multimedia 
object was captured) and a random number, i.e. data object of the location of the object) 

As per claim 3, Gupta teaches the method according to claim 1 wherein the digital 
fingerprint value is created using any one of a checksum algorithm, a cyclic redundancy check, a 
hash algorithm, the SHA-256 secure hash algorithm, the SHA-1 secure hash algorithm or the 
MD5 message digest algorithm (col. 15, lines 31-49, i.e. a hash of the unique identifier of the 
multimedia document is created). 

As per claim 4, Gupta teaches the method according to claim 1 comprising the fiirther 
steps of: 

creating a second annotation object (col. 10, lines 31-41, where multiple annotations for 
a particular multimedia document is disclosed); 

creating a third relationship the third relationship relating the first digital fingerprint to 
the second annotation object; and saving the third relationship in the annotation store (col. 10, 
hnes 42-64, see also col. 11, lines 7-49, where data in identifier filed 402 (Fig. 4) of annotation 
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database 150 identifies multimedia document. Data such as GUID; an RTP address (URL) by 
which multimedia document is identified). 

As per claim 5, Gupta teaches the method according to claim 1 comprising the further 
steps of: 

locating the data object at a second location; creating a fourth relationship relating the 
first digital fingerprint to the second location; and saving the fourth relationship in the annotation 
store (col. 14, lines 58-67, where identifier field 402 of temporal annotation database 150 
contains data uniquely identifying multimedia document, namely QUID (i.e. fingerprint). In 
addition, temporal annotation database 150 includes and RTP address field 404 (i.e. location) 
containing data representing the RTP address of the muhimedia document associating 
multimedia document 140 with temporal annotation database 150). 

As per claim 6, Gupta teaches a method for accessing an annotated data object, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a first digital fingerprint value for a data object (col. 15, lines 7-30, where 
temporal annotation manager 182 retrieves temporal annotation database 150 associated with the 
multimedia document (data object) with a file name derived fi-om a unique multimedia document 
identifier (i.e. first digital fingerprint value)); 

finding any one of a first annotation object having a relationship to the first digital 
fingerprint value or the data object having a relationship to the first digital fingerprint value (the 
temporal annotation database is retrieved based on the unique identifier); and retrieving any one 
of the first annotation object or the data object (col. 15, lines 40-49). 
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As per claim 7, Gupta teaches the method according to claim 6 wherein the finding step 
comprises the further step of querying an annotation store for an entry containing the first digital 
fingerprint value and a first relationship of the first digital fingerprint to any one of an annotation 
object or the location of the data object (coL 12, lines 58-66, see also fog. 4 and associated text, 
where a globally unique identifier (GUID) is assigned to multimedia document, see also col 14, 
lines 23-42, where QUID is a concatenation of an IP address, a time stamp and a random 
number) . 

As per claim 8, Gupta teaches the method according to claim 6 wherein the obtaining 
step comprises the fiirther step of any one of: calculating the first digital fingerprint value of the 
data object; or querying an annotation store for a second annotation object and the first digital 
fingerprint associated with the second annotation object (col. 15, lines 31-49, where a hashing 
function is applied to the unique identifier of the multimedia document and the temporal 
annotation database is searched). 

As per claim 9, Gupta teaches a method for accessing a data object, the method 
comprising the steps of (Abstract, Figs. IC, 4 and associated texts): 

retrieving at a first location a first digital fingerprint value of a first data object (col. 15, 
Unes 9-49, where the temporal annotation manager 182 retrieves GUID), a first annotation object 
related to the first digital fingerprint (the temporal annotation manager 182 also retrieves the 
temporal annotation databases related to the multimedia document) and a first identity of a 
second location related to the first digital fingerprint (i.e. a file name for each temporal 
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annotation database), the second location comprising location of the data object( i.e. the file 
name is derived from the unique identifier of the multimedia document 140 ); 

retrieving the data object from the second location; and relating the first annotation 
object with the data object retrieved (col. 15, lines 37-49). 

As per claim 10, Gupta teaches the method according to claim 9 wherein the retrieving 
step comprises the .fiirther steps of: 

determining that the data object is not at the second location; searching a second 
database for data objects having the first digital fingerprint; and retrieving the data object from a 
third location in the second database (col. 15, lines 37-49, where the temporal annotation 
manager searches a specific directory by applying a hashing fiinction). 

As per claim 11, Gupta teaches the method according to claim 10 fiirther comprising the 
step of repeating the steps of claim 10 according to a predetermined plan (col. 15, lines 38-49, 
that is by applying hashing fimction to the unique identifier of the multimedia document and 
locating the temporal annotation database 150 from the unique identifier by applying the same 
hashing fimction). 

As per claim 13, Gupta teaches a method for annotating a data object, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

associating a digital fingerprint value of a first data object with a first location of the first 



Application/Control Number: 10/600,3 16 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2131 

data object (col. 14, lines 23-42, Fig. 1 1 and associated text, i.e. a GUID created by 
concatenation IP address, a time stamp and random number associated with the multimedia 
document 140); 

associating the digital fingerprint value of the first data object with a second location of a 

second data object (col. 14, lines 58-67, i.e. associating a temporal annotation database 150 with 
the GUID through identifier field 402); 

and associating the first data object with the second data object using the digital 

fingerprint value of the first data object (col. 14, lines 58-67, and an RTP address filed 404 
representing the RTP address of the multimedia document with the temporal annotation). 

Claims 14-25 are essentially the same as claims 1-1 1 and 13 except that it sets forth the 
claimed invention as a system rather than a method and rejected for the same reasons as applied 
hereinabove. 

Claims 26-37 are essentially the same as claims 1-1 1 and 13 except that it sets forth the 
claimed invention as a computer program product rather than a method and rejected for the same 
reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Conclusion 

5. Prior arts made of record, not relied upon: 
US patent 5,787,175 to carter. 
US 6,011,487 to FoUendore, H. 
EP 0 984 371 A2 to Van Der Meer et al. 
US 7143,091 to Chamock et al. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Taghi T. Arani whose telephone number is (571) 272-3787. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubUshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217^97 (toll-free). 
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